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T HE problem of Americanization 
Involves' not so much - . A matter 
.of principles, as a • matter of 
...methods and. a knowledge of con- 
ditions.;, It^s not difficult to state what 
Americanisation- means. To assimilate 
peoples'- of foreign -birth into American 
life, to make newcomers loyal, to demo- 
< ratio -Institutions.,, toprCvenJt alien com- 
munities. in our cities, in general -to. 
create.- a truly national spirit — every one 
recognises the problem. Social critics 
t.re fond of.declaring, emphatically that 
“we must” do a tho'ifsand and one 
ibings, but.in the meantime the Ameri- 
canization of immigrants seems no near- 
er than It was before the war.. Indeed. 
in"a few casps, it Is. further away than 
ever, for the allens who cam e -to America 
before" the jrar, humbly grateful - for. a 
refuge, are row filled with- the national 
self-consciousness, of the homeland, and 
are often more chauvinistic than their 
countrymen at home- They have never 
really known America, but .they , have 
beeti long . Enough away to Idealize their 
native .countries. America is tothem 
only workaday reality* their homelands 
from which, they were glad to escape are 
now their, ideal. * 

Like .all other human • beings, immi- 
grants; fall" Into many, classes. • In the 
first place there''are. the , adaptable ,im 
'inigrants of all/; groups. These recog-, 
pize their opportunities, take advantage 
of/tfie f reedom/bf . America, -quickly rise 
In. ./education knd resources, and „ form 
one of the.moj’kt valuable elements In the’ 
national amalgam. The second group Is 
composed ofrlrreconcllablea from many 
nations/ usually men of considerable 
jnental ; attainments, embittered- by 
fitruggle ajrid poverty. In the lanjj of their 
birth, disappointed in the ecoitomlc co% 
petition pi "this country. There . are ah 
•fray's, meri. who do. .not possess the pa- 
tience ' to : work hard and/faljhfully for 
puccessj "ancrare hence fprced to remain 
«dbr. 'Thelr/tastes aromriturally those ■ 
rf‘- WcH twen; r their- enjHrbnmeht vis-; that ; 
- t f ...pbdrj^mi^'-^Puss^sslug' none of ...the ; 
^ualiftS^tlpns. W business success, they 
conclude that ithe organization of society 
|*fr*dically. wrong. Agitators; and rnaL 
tjbntents’: 'once, ’they 'are revbiutj|pharles 
/"having A /jnore bitter hatred' for 
riUriefiea. than, ipt the; countries • whence, 
1 /tv cime, for/America is their, iand of 
• ei'iebpointed breams. / With: both. these 
kjAsses ' Afnericani zrition has little io do. 


The. first *will take' care of itself ; the 
second is the .active foe of Americaniza- 
tion. Determined to permit no one. else 
disappointment, . this second class docs 
its best to -create and foster suspicion 
and hatred. Owning nothing, rebellious 
on principle, it works rnischief among 
, those whose poverty make, them food 
for revolution, or those whose* idealism 
makes them easy prey for social the- 
ories. - , . 

-TfiefS are two other classes / the im- 
migrant of little education or mental 
attainment, who ' furnishes the heayj^ 
unskilled labor of the country, dull, in- 
ert, and slow .to respond to anything 
but a material Impulse, and the immi- 
grant" who is genuinely interested in 
America and wants to make America: 
his home,. ! Both these, classes are good 
material for Americanization, , If prop- 
erly approached. they. can... be mingled 
with- the, community . and; helped to take - 
at least as much shareih the 1 ;, respon- 
sibilities; ;of American<life as £he native 
born of ’.equal mental , ability. . /But the; 
work requires knowledge, skill, tact; ariS 
the' proper environment. 

In the first place the influence bf .the 
malcontents ought not to be allowed' to 
offset the efforts of Americanization! 
The agitatqr- without a . country -has 
every advantage. He knows the lan- 
guage oil the; Immigrants, he lives among 
them, iand -he. bums- with the zeal of his 
doctrine. While, the / Americanization 
rjforjter • Is labor jrig with limited funds/ 
with -the handicap o if 'it: foreign lam 
guage; and -with the indifference of? his: 
fellpw-rAmericans, the rigjtator gives - his 
whole -r time; with reckl&s j disregard;/ of- 
pov^rtyAbr '/ puriishmerit'/vand ' wttfe-- a, 
kriowledge r, b£; every : Point j!p V the; 

immigrants’ . psychology.. ; It is well . to 
talk- of education, but- education is more 
thato' ‘ tfV fewy w.e.U-rlntehlibne&-,'.classes;A.ln . 
En^kdv.plds a : few .lectures. (.'EduCatlon 
is; tgatr .which/ affects a.m'an: at ,ey'ery. 
po^^^UdJfbr /each.’pbint At' which the 
Ambri^^iiSUbn '.Worker touches the lm- 1 
agitator has twmity points 
of: contact.- •: t ; 

Americanization -can be. fully success-^ 
ful only,' as It recognizes.'tha^ education 
Is "a matter' of environment. .If unem- 
ployment * is widespread, "‘Amerfcaniza- 
-rion is impotent. . Tlie . jobless man will 
,nQt love and understand ^America. 
If?- die' cost ’of . living places tli.e ele- 
mentary comforts of ' life - beyond the 


reach of -the worker of 'mediocre ability 
he cannot, feel that America* ..deserves 
his gratitude and sabrijlce. r ; - An., archi- 
tect recently said, “ The solution of the 
housing problem 'is three-quarters of 
Americanization.” He Is. verj* nearly, 
right. A prominent social worker .says, 
” Give him (the Immigrant). 4 chance ;to 
make an honest Jiring, pay him- a living 
wage, present to him an opportunity for 
the . so much talked .' about right of [ the 
pursuit of happiness, .keep him away 
from the selfish .politician, help .him to 
discriminate between his frlend/aiid ; '.his 
enemy,, protect , hint from the evil lri-r 
fluences of corrupt ; democracy, exhibit 
the American virtues' as : conspicuously 
as you exhibit , Its shortcomings and 
faults, and it will riot be difficult, jp/get 
an expression of true- patriotism, based 
up'on - a deep-rooted ^appreclatlon of-; all 
the blessings that •' tlie. Immigrant ; can 
acquirerin ‘this country.” ’.He I* right.' 
The Americanization - ’worker . should , re- 
member that the immlgriirit ;«as^ the 
same limited outlook as ; the /ordinary 
American “ man on ’the is tree t.*" /.The 
advantages of- our. 1 ; political " democracy 
mean little' to the man whose '.outlook ’’Is 
primarily economic.'- Congress.^ls: 'hun- 
dreds of miles away, but the.: factory, is 
rodnd the corner. • The Supreme' fcoiirt 
is in - Washington, 'but;: the; policerrianvis 
in the - Immigrant’ s - block. / -’ The " Airier^ 
icanlzatlon worker should 'remeriiber/that 
the ifnriiigrant ik a s human- r ,belrig : whose 
emotions and affections '.are;; far' niore 
deeply rooted- than , --his ; judgment arid 
reason. Hence he : should '‘do"- his ; best 
to see thk.t ' the coridltlons ■ surrounding 
trie immigrant are such;* as : will 'draw 
nim into the best in' America-.; . v. ' 
One mistake- the Americanization work- 
er is likely to make. ‘Hatlrig. 'and justly 
b ating, the. hyphenate political 'allegiance 
whleh caused -so much • trouble •’ In • ‘ opr 
country, -he tries - to. drive out-^ of .-the 
immigrant’s .mind all loyally to, and love 
for ; s the- cultural and, domestic •'trridiUbtis 
of his native land/.: Nothing? does- niore 
harm, to genuine .Americanization /tliriri 
lack of ..respect •• for- a; man’s) inherited 
socialbackgToUhd.^SoIdhgasavman 
is . wIllIng';to Hye ^ wlthln - the/law and 
help: to further our .ideas; of /political 
democracy; 'dt matters’, littfeif .corduroy 
trousers.; and ; spaghetti suit: hiim. better 
tli.an woolen trousers. arid -a'pplerile. - The 
Greek; for,; instance, * prices .'highly the 
traditions ( of : ancient -Greece/ I^et .-him 
prize/ ./them— they ihakc, ; ' Him ; a -. . be.ttei; 
Amcri3|.ri. In art; letters; -.and non-po- 


litical thought a .little hyphenatism 
greeds fertility. >. -/ . -• . ' . . 

It- is obvious.; that, the, problem IS not 
ope for. individuals /or - societies— it' is 
ari'affair, of. the. community, arid as edu- 
cation In the broadest sense of . that, term 
it ought -to he handled by. public edu- 
cational agencies. ;8uch • ageitcies, ; wl»ile. 
not riiways’ perhaps .thproughly '.efficient,: 
are at. least quite /free from'' blas. : 'Best 
of all, /they, 'Comrriand thri: coriiplete con- 
fidence ,of thfi;immigr'arit/,;They^arie :a’t 
prpserit ' actively and • most? ■ successfully 
engrised In . Americariiztna(: his ’ children. 
Let public agencies extend/ their efforts 
Into the. field of coriimUriity' education. 
Lrfst, therri set odt? by ’public comrininity 
centrea, and By factory' cijisses rirgan . 


laed under /public direction /to teach the 
irinriigrant- English and a knowledge . of 
American Institutions. . Where/. the ./plan 
of AmericanJzallori:by ( cornmuriity'effdrt, 
with ,/thei- practical 'co/operatlori j/oi, pub- 
lic educational, agencies,. /has-been /tried 
itrha|. proved successful. ' The iirimlgrarit 
comes- fo '.know the Engllsh-sHfeakirig 

commuriltyyririd they coTrAto.khow/.him. 

Indeed, , 'onb; .at * the best , eletriepts ■ In /this 
Plan; is ; Jhe . fa^fet. that;, native'^b'pjn • Amer-. 
leans/' ate; ri^ed; / td/'aV^eajSftrrtiiatlpn ; of 
their / jimericanism in a/dyhairiic-. /ririle;' 
arid priictlceil r way.. ; If ,' siich/community 
education is/worked out;ori a/large scale 
ther^ris eyeyjv reason' /to’ hope' for ,a‘new 
basis. /.Of/- reciprocal ; corifiderice/'and re- 
SRect./. • " . '? -v • 
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